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Well, it’s a wrap for this year at Mountbatten, and we sign off with a Seasonal message from our
Founder and Chairman, Dr. Paul Beresford-Hill, CBE; as well as input from our NY Program
trainees, and, of course our ever growing, illustrious alumni.  Thank you everyone for all your
contributions throughout the year to our newsletter, and wishing you all a restful, warm and socially
connected Festive Season.

Year-end message from the Chairman, Mountbatten Program
 
Dear Alumni and friends of Mountbatten Program,
 
As we draw to the close of another year I wanted to write to the Mountbatten alumni and thank you
for staying loyal to our organization, for continuing to both contribute to and to share our alumni
newsletter and, above all, for carrying the Mountbatten torch as we enter into the 39th year of our
existence.  I have come to divide our 21st Century into two eras – BC (before Covid) and AC (after
Covid)!!  This epoch changing phenomenon has certainly changed many aspects of our lives, and
will continue to do so as it attempts to disguise itself and continually impact our lives.  However, we
have beaten the worst of it.  This year we welcomed over 50 new interns back to New York, and
another 15 into the London program.  This is a small, but gradual, expression of our capacity to
survive and tell the world that international exchange, and the sharing of common life experiences
is not going to overwhelm us. 
 
Our New York and London offices and facilities have certainly changed. Gone are our Newport
apartments, and in their place are facilities in Brooklyn, which offer more of a New York
experience. Gone also are our spacious offices on Madison and 42nd Street, replaced by a service
office, also in Brooklyn, and our staff working more from home. London also has had its physical
changes, and our New York staff is now reduced to three colleagues, with another two point five
(plus academic staff) in London.  It is certainly a different scenario from the time when we had a
total of 38 full time staff (including Bangkok).  But learning to adjust to new realities is definitely  par
for the course in our AC world, as I am sure many of you have realized.
 
The year 2024 will be our 40th anniversary, and we have much to celebrate, survival being
paramount!!  I hope that we will arrange a Gala Anniversary Party in London and in New York,
similar to the events we hosted for our 30th anniversary.  And if any of you would like to help us
organize our transatlantic celebrations then please let me know and I will put together a planning
committee.
 
In the meanwhile I wish you and your families and friends a very happy and enjoyable holiday
season and to everyone I extend the best wishes of myself and my wife, Kathy, for a great New
Year, filled with health and good fortune.
 
Kindest regards,
 
Dr. Paul Beresford-Hill, CBE
Chairman, The Mountbatten Program

We were so delighted this year to be able to start bringing groups back to NY - it was a long two
years on hold.
 
We are even more delighted to get our NY Mountbatten's back involved in holiday volunteering
events!
 
Here are our wonderful volunteers at the St George's Society of New York British Bash and at the
British American Business Annual Holiday Lunch. We hope that brings back some memories for
those of you who also volunteered at the events when you were in NY.
 
Please keep referring great candidates to us - we want more candidate applications so we can
continue to grow back and provide life changing opportunities to more individuals.
 
Happy Holidays All!
 
Best wishes
 
Mountbatten Team NY

Features

Alum of the Month
Francesca LaRaQue London Program, March 2012

“I truly love being in creative operations—it’s a chance for me to use both my left and right brain
and combine two things I love, being creative and organized. I would love to be able to head a
department of creative operations, revolutionize how project management can build a stronger

bridge in creative, possibly end up in Forbes. Sky’s the limit!”

Read full article

Entrepreneurial Alumni
Jon Kallus London Program, September 2000

After a 10+ year career which saw Jon as an intern at JP Morgan in London, followed by 2 years in
Los Angeles working for a Hollywood talent agency, to New York where he started to work in

advertising, Jon made it back to London in 2012, and has been here ever since.  He founded Fate
V Future just over 4 years ago.

Read more

In the News

 
Adrian Benjamin (New York, September 2009)

 
Adrian, has just been awarded “Top Consultant of the Year 2022” for his work as Wealth Protection

Advisor for Limited Company Directors.  Well done Adrian for this great achievement, and for all
the hard work involved.

 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6987697047109787649/

 
Sam Elliott (New York, September 2008)

 
Sam, and founder of Daycare SOS, has been listed as a finalist in the “Technology Product of the
Year” category for NMT Nursery Awards 2022.  Congratulations Sam this is a great achievement!

 
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7002938604104601600/

 

 
Matt Sime (New York, August 2014)

 
Matt, has won ‘Star Employee 2022’ at New Statesman Media Group’s Award Ceremony last

week.  What an achievement Matt, many congratulations.
 

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:7009144329499725824/
 

 
Alex Smith (New York, September 2007)

 
Alex, Obama Fellow at Obama Foundation, is moving on to new challenges next year, after

establishing and growing his phenomenal charity, The Cares Family, which is currently having the
ripple effect throughout the UK.  After 11 years at the helm, he is looking for someone to takeover
from him.  So do get in touch with Alex if you are interested or keen to get involved in some way in

this successful and ever growing charity built on the premise of human connection across the
generations, in the most disconnected Age in which we live. 

Good luck Alex with your next endeavours, and we look forward to you sharing with us what you go
on to do.

 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/alex-smith-60a7a133/

 
 

Get Featured!

We love showcasing our alumni successes, where they are now and what a day in their life looks
like. If you would like to be featured in a future edition of Mountbatten Network News, get in touch!

Feature me
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