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After another trying year on a global scale, this newsletter is aimed at bringing you all some
uplifting festive cheer.
Firstly, we are delighted to announce that we have a (small) group of students who have recently
arrived in London to begin the London Program. This is the first in-person intake for over a year.
Hopefully, this is the start of the post pandemic program rollout.
Secondly, we are focusing this edition on seasonal offers and gift ideas, all offered by our alumni
as a boost to business at this time of year.
The January newsletter will be all about start-ups, so do get in touch if you would like to be
featured.

Features
Alum of the Month
Todd Wegner London Program, March 2008
"Leaving London was incredibly hard for me, I went through a
challenging time mentally and felt a bit lost because I had
wanted to stay in London so badly but couldn't make it happen.
So I took some time to reflect and figure out what I wanted to do
next. That eventually led me to Washington, D.C. where I quickly
found a job back in engineering for a few years before I decided
to go back and do an MBA at George Washington University."

Read more

A Day In The Life
Janine Esbrand New York Program, September 2006
"After going on a mission trip to East Africa in 2011, I decided
that I wanted to do more to help people on a personal level. As a
lawyer, I was advising corporate clients on M&A deals and big
transactions, but I wanted to feel the impact of my work more."

Read full article

Festive Offers from Alumni Entrepreneurs

Fiona Rhodes (New York, September 2007)
I have an online store specialising in luxury alpaca beanies, made in Scotland. Sizes range from
newborn to adult - they are popular Christmas gifts!
https://www.etsy.com/uk/shop/RobertsonAndRhodes
I'm happy to offer a discount of 10% with code: MOUNTBATTEN
Many thanks and best wishes, Fiona.

Jeremy Slater (New York, August 2013)
I recently took a new job at an awesome hospitality company bobw.co and I would be happy to
share my referral code with MB alumni for 20% off stays at any of our locations (Madrid, Helsinki,
Tallin).
The code is: BOBXJEREMY
We are also launching a fantastic new aparthotel next to the Tower of London in January 2022. If
any MBs would like to sign up to the "Friends of Bob W" test stay programme, they will receive a
free stay in return for their feedback. Click here to sign up for the test stay programme.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jeremy-jack-slater/
Acting Group COO
CEO, Western Europe
+44 7943 096 344

Shyam Lakhani (New York, March 2010)
We are a family run business, established for over 40 years as specialists in importing & delivering
fresh, colourful & tasty fruits & vegetables across the UK.
Our produce is sourced from accredited growers from around the World - by Air, Sea & Road to
our BRC Food Safety Certified facility.
Very recently during the initial UK lockdown, my brother and I set up an online business and
presence offering fresh, colourful & tasty fruits & vegetables across the UK through our website
https://fruitandveg2u.co.uk
We can offer extras in the order with a special code “Mountbatten” for our alumni.

Pawan Karanjiya (New York, January 2008)
Alumni can travel to India, and I will organize a taylor made special tour for them and an alumni
privilege discount & special dinner with me.
We are also planning a yoga retreat, only waiting for free movement people with no restrictions.
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pawan-karanjiya-31120315/

Lucy Ewles, nee Lamberton (New York, May 2007)
This year I set up my own business whilst juggling becoming a mum. I was so fed up with all the
rubbish at Christmas and wanted to find ways to reduce waste without compromising on style.
I have created the world's first luxury reusable crackers with a real snap that goes bang. Our
crackers come with personalisable name tags and a set of gold letters plus 10% from every sale
goes to The Salvation Army.
The crackers can be filled with gifts of your choice, or we also have a range of plastic free gifts for
sale.
They make a great pre-Christmas gift for the host in your life and look beautiful on the table.
I have created a special 10% discount for our gift boxes- please use code MOUNTBATTEN10 at
the checkout. Shop from our website www.kaneo.co.uk, our instagram is
https://instagram.com/kaneocrackers

Sophie Griffiths (New York, September 2008)
Enjoy 10% off wine & experiential wine gifts at www.vignettewine.com.
If you've ever wondered why wine tastes better on holiday, check out Vignette Wine's experiential
wine kits. Choose an Italian, French or Sicilian adventure and receive a kit containing two knockout
wines paired with easy recipes, the ideal soundtrack, film recommendations and other sensory
delights to create the perfect night in.
As featured in The Week, Moneyweek and The Daily Mail.
Valid until 30th Jan the code ALUMNI is redeemable against any order amount.
Sophie Griffiths
DipWSET
Director
+44 (0) 7757 727 998
vignettewine.com
Follow me @vignette.wine
Book a Multi-Sensory Wine Tasting
Check out the latest on the blog
Vignette Wine featured as a cultural innovator in The Frame Report
Sophie goes on to say, “The foundation in business skills I gained whilst on the Mountbatten
Internship Programme were invaluable and my year in New York remains one of the most
memorable and special of my life".

Amy Miesch, nee Osburn, (London, August 2012)
I have my own fragrance business. My website works in both the US and in Europe, you just have
to click the French flag in the top right hand corner to change the country and language.
https://amymiesch.scentsy.fr/
We just partnered with Disney so we have new product launches every week.
If you scroll down to the very bottom of the website you'll see a virtual catalogue.
https://amymiesch.scentsy.fr/form/view-my-catalog
For the specials for fellow alumni, I have a sale section on the website or if they want to send me
an email I can send them some free samples.

Erica Stone, nee Hulsman, (London, September 2003)
Through my Sole Proprietorship I am currently acting as a CMO for a skincare start-up out of
Boulder, CO. and we ship in the US.
www.trulyo2.com
MTBALUM20 will give US based alumni 20% off a purchase of $50 or more.

Drew Buser (London, March 2007)
I am part of a fantasy football (American football) start-up that is launching now. We do not have
any specific discounts to advertise but trying to get as much visibility as possible.
www.propsfantasy.com

News
Yasmin Johal
Yasmin (New York, August 2015) recently wrote an article on increasing female representation in
fintech:
https://wearetechwomen.com/why-and-how-increasing-female-representation-in-fintech/

Jonny Rose
Jonny (New York, August 2016) is an Influencer & Content Strategy at Slaters
"… I recently did a sit down with some 'People of Influence' and Samaritans to talk about Men's
Mental Health. I hosted the chat and we covered a lot of topics that play on men's minds - money,
relationships etc. It was quite a nice piece and hopefully gave some males a lot of value. You can
check out the company landing page for it here: https://www.slaters.co.uk/inside-mens-minds
Or the YouTube video here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nrgqdbmcJ0c
All the best, Jonny".

Evonne Morrison
Evonne (New York, August 2012) of Good Nude Food...
“WOW - we are absolutely ecstatic that our Red Hot Firekraut has won the ‘Pickled and Fermented
Category’ at the U.K. Quality Food & Drink Awards, the UK's most prestigious food awards.
#Superkraut took over the shortlist this year, with all 3 flavours dominating the final.
The judges were so impressed with our range that they also ‘Highly Commended’ both Turmeric &
Ginger and Supergreens with Spirulina Superkraut, which is unheard of. We are absolutely blown
away and it’s a huge win as a small food producer!
THANK YOU so much to the @qualityfoodawards for and to @fred_sirieix for hosting the virtual
event.
#fermentedfoods #veganlondon #qfa2021 #guthealthmatters #bestsauerkraut #guthealthyfoods
#foodawards
https://goodnudefood.co.uk/

Dominic Tait
Dominic (New York, March 2011) of Valentian Vermouth, had one of his drinks featured in The
Times Drink of the Week.
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6872967099552206848/

Get Featured!
We love showcasing our alumni successes, where they are now and what a day in their life looks
like. If you would like to be featured in a future edition of Mountbatten Network News, get in touch!

Feature me

