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Dear Alumni and friends of Mountbatten,
The months, the weeks and the days of this global crisis almost overtake each other, with a sense
of foreboding and inevitability. But through it all we see the triumph of human nature’s
unwillingness to be beaten down and the desire to come through this stronger and more resolute
than before. Our era is often criticized as one that encourages individuals to disconnect from one
another, at Mountbatten, we wish instead to bring our community closer together in the virtual
sense. So we'd like to ask of your help, as well as offer ours to you, so that together we can create
a beacon of positivity in a time of great uncertainty and concern. Almost one hundred Mountbatten
trainees in London and New York, like many of you, are having to work from home, unable to leave
their apartments, to socialize with friends on the program, or connect closely with their families. I
think we can all agree this is not quite the international experience anyone expected.
So, we're reaching out for your help.
Can you offer some of your time in the coming weeks to connect with our trainees/interns as a
mentor? Can you offer a video talk, Q&A or short upskilling session? We want to make this the
ultimate ‘Virtual’ Mountbatten Connect and are happy to explore all ideas that any of you may have
and would be excited to hear from those of you who would like to reach out across the pond and
be in touch with our current trainees in New York and London. Newport and Ability Towers are
great places to have as a base but when they become the center of your life 24/7, then it's nice to
have the world drop by, even if only to commiserate and share reminiscences on the internet.
Please email vmccordall@mountbatten.org at the first instance if you're keen to be involved.
But we also want to help you.
Do you have your own business? We understand and appreciate the impact that this pandemic is
having on all businesses and all industries. Therefore, we'd love to spotlight your company
amongst our community. Or, perhaps you have created an initiative to support key workers or
maybe you require virtual volunteers. We'd love to share and help raise the profile of the work
you're doing across our network. Again, please email vmccordall@mountbatten.org to be included
in the next edition of the newsletter, featured on our website and across our social channels.
Our teams in London and New York, and Bangkok, send you their very best wishes I hope that
you and your families stay safe and well.
Kindest regards,
Dr. Paul Beresford-Hill, CBE
Director General

Good News Stories

Niki Psarias featured in Eating Well

Unhoused.org donates masks

Niki has been working hard to bring people
together through food. While not possible
currently, we're inspired by Niki's dedication to
bridge divides through culinary experiences.

Varun Bhanot's company, Unhoused.org, has
donated 100 masks to the homeless, NHS
workers and civilians in response to COVID-19.
You can donate to those less fortunate via the
link below.

Read more

Donate here

Features

Alum of the Month
Jariya Laoriendee
London Program, March 2010
'I work in eDiscovery, through which I have helped to make litigation and investigation easier by
creating technology-enabled solutions… I am also very honoured to be nominated as one of the
Stellar Women in eDiscovery by Relativity, a leading software provider in the space .'

Read more

Entrepreneurial Alum
Ugne Snieskaite
New York Program, August 2016

Entrepreneurial Alum
Karen Podesta
New York Program, January 1999

Ugne takes us behind the scenes of her
business, a Human-AI interaction consultancy.

Much needed at this time, Karen's a yoga,
meditation and EFT practitioner. She's also
offering 15% off her online programs to
Mountbatten Alum.

Read more
Read more

